
PARNASSIANA  ARCHIVES 9: 9-10 2021

© Parnassiana Archives 9, 2021
www.wildgreeceeditions.com/parnassiana archives

ISSN (print-edition) : 2241-7834
ISSN (on-line edition) : 2241-7842

9

CHARAXES JASIUS (LEPIDOPTERA: NYMPHALIDAE),
NEW SPECIES TO CYCLADES, GREECE

Astrid Scharlau*

*Naxos, Greece, astrid@azalas.de

Published online: February 10, 2021

Charaxes (Ochsenheimer, 1816) is a large genus with many species in Africa and Asia, but only one 
species occurring in the Palaearctic (Aduse-Poku et al. 2009). Charaxes jasius (Linnaeus, 1767) is 
one of the largest european butterflies, with the females reaching a wing span of 90 mm (Tolman & 
Lewington 2008, Pamperis 2009). Its range includes nearly all of Africa and extends throughout the 
Mediterranean area, from Portugal to Greece (Tolman & Lewington 2008). In Europe it occurs in 
open woodland and macchia (Tolman & Lewington 2008, Pamperis 2009). The adult butterfly does 
not feed on flowers but on fruit, dung or even carrion (Aduse-Poku et al. 2009). The larvae feed on a 
large number of plants, mainly small trees (Tolman & Lewington 2008). In Europe the larvae prefer 
the trees Arbutus unedo and A. andrachne (Tolman & Lewington 2008).

Fig.1. Charaxes jasius, Naxos, 11 Sept. 2014 Fig.2. Distribution of Charaxes jasius in Greece.
( known records,  new record, map slightly modified from 
www.pamperis.gr/ THE BUTTERFLIES OF GREECE)
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Charaxes jasius (Linnaeus, 1767)
Greece, Cyclades, Naxos Isl., 3 km north of Moutsouna, 37.097762, 25.588967,15 m. a.s.l.; 1 ind., 
11 September 2014, 1 ind., 14 November 2019; in garden with olive and fruit trees (obs & photo).
We observed one individual sitting on a branch of an olive tree (Fig. 1), at the coast of the island of 
Naxos (3 km north of Moutsouna) on 11th of September 2014 and again an individual flying around 
the trees and sitting on a small fruit tree on 14th of November in 2019. While Arbutus unedo, the larva 
food plant of Charaxes jasius, occurs in a small area on the island of Naxos (Strid A. 2016: Part 2, 
map on page 393), the observations were made in a distance of about 10 km from there. Thus without 
any further evidence it seems more likely that the individuals have not been bred on the island, but 
flown in from other areas of Greece.
With its colourful characteristics, Charaxes jasius can not be confused with any other European 
butterfly. Although the species occurs in many parts of Greece, it had not been recorded from the 
Cyclades until now (Fig. 2) (Pamperis 2009). Gavalas & Alexiou (2015) offered a synopsis of the 
butterflies of Naxos, counting 32 species. With this contribution, the number of butterflies of Naxos 
rises to 33.
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